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FARMERS' RELUCTANCE OUT OF MODERN IRRIGATION

SYSTEMS IN AL FARAFRA OASIS

Hamada Mohammed Ibrahim

Department of Agricultural Extension, socio-Economic Division, Desert

Research Center- Egypt

Through the work of a researcher at program of "groundwater management and irrigation
development in the New Valley - Farafra Oasis", it should be organized efforts aimed at rationalizing
the use of water and irrigation development, it should be the study of past experiences and learn about
the experiences of farmers on the ways of irrigation development, and to take advantage of advantages
and avoid the problems and constraints associated with them. Therefore, this paper aimed at:

1. To identify rejection phase of applying modern irrigation systems in Al Farafra oasis.

2. To determine reasons behind farmers rejection of modern irrigation systems in Al Farafra oasis.

3. To figure out the traits that should be available in the modern irrigation systems to be acceptable
from farmers’ point of view.

4. To determine problems hinder farmers’ water utilization and suggestions to overcome it from farmers’
point of view.

This study has conducted in Al Farafra oasis, New Valley Governorate. For data collection, personal
interview questionnaire was developed and pre-tested, and collected. The study covered all farmers
who abandoned modern irrigation systems of number of 101 farmers. Findings were displayed in
frequency and percentage.

Main findings can be revealed as follow:

1) All interviewed farmers rejected both sprinkler and drip irrigation.

2) Technical and economical aspects are the main opponents of adoption. Technical aspects such as:
modern systems are inconvenient to physical conditions in the region and lack of knowledge relevant
to modern irrigation establishment, operation, and maintenance. Economical aspects such as:
deficiency of farmers’ financial resources and low production efficiency of modern irrigation system
comparing to surface irrigation

3) Farmers provided description of main features should be available in acceptable system as follows:
saving irrigation water, provide sufficient training, low costs, and facilitate establishment and
operation equipments.

4) The study also revealed problems relevant to irrigation water utilization and suggestions to overcome
it from farmers’ point of view.

Finally the study provided number of recommendations for more rational use of irrigation water in Al
Farafra oasis
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